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ATKINSON FAMILIES OP BUCKS COUNTY, PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

BY OLIVER HOUGH. 

(Continued from page 237.) 

[Addenda relating to 4- Isaac Atkinson. On 11 mo. 24, 1712, [Jan., 
1713, N. S.) Isaac Atkinson, of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, pur- 
chased 160 acres in Nottingham Township, Burlington County, West 
Jersey, from John Eogers, of that place, (W. J. Deeds, liber P, folio 
100). This was about a month before he requested a certificate of re- 
moval from Falls Mo. Mtg. to Chesterfield Mo. Mtg. and confirms the 
supposition advanced on page 223 that he lived near what is now 
Trenton, for its site was within that township. This Nottingham 
Township was afterwards subdivided, none of the resulting parts retain- 
ing the name ; its original area is now all within Mercer County. On 
April 16, 1715, Isaac Atkinson, being then of Nottingham Township, 
re-sold this 160 acres to John Eogers, (W. J. Deeds, liber N, folio 301). 
Their return to Bucks County must have been between this date and 
October of the same year, when Sarah presented her certificate to Falls 
Mo. Mtg. 

Corrections to page 237. Footnotes 2 and 3 are there transposed ; the 
dates of the deaths of William and Margaret's children, Eachel, Isaac 
and Thomas, should be referred to Falls Mo. Mtg. register, and Re- 
becca's to Martindale's MSS ; not vice versa as it there appears. 

On same page line 14, for 1726."] 

6. Samuel Atkinson, born July 17, 1685, 1 in Bristol 
Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, died Feb. 21, 
1775, 2 in Chester Township, Burlington County, New Jer- 
sey, youngest son of Thomas and Jane Atkinson. 3 He 
was born on his father's plantation and lived there till about 
three years old, spending the rest of his minority on one or 

1 Middletown Mo. Mtg. register. 

3 Obituary notice in Pennsylvania Gazette. 

'For much information concerning Samuel Atkinson and his de- 
scendants, and references for original sources of the same, I take this 
opportunity of acknowledging my indebtedness to Miss Helen Kirkbride 
Morton, of Philadelphia, and Dr. W. S. Long, of Haddonfield, N. J. 
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other of the plantations of his step-father, William Biles, in 
Falls Township, first that on the Delaware River and then 
that which "William Penn complained encroached on his 
Manor of Pennsbury. After coming of age he continued in 
the same township until his removal to West Jersey, in 1714, 
in which year he is still spoken of as " of Falls Township," 
and he no doubt lived with some of his Biles relatives on 
the same land, as he had none of his own in Bucks County. 
On 6 mo. 4, 1714, he requested a certificate of removal from 
Falls Monthly Meeting, and the next day declared his in- 
tentions of marriage with Ruth Beakes at Chesterfield 
Monthly Meeting in West Jersey, to which she belonged. 
He may have stayed temporarily with his brother Isaac, 
then living in Nottingham Township, near Ruth's home, 
but after their marriage the following month, he took up 
his abode on his wife's property in Nottingham Township, 
she being a lady of large landed estate. 

On 9 mo. 5, 1719, Samuel Atkinson having already re- 
moved with his family within the bounds of " New Town " 
(Newton) Meeting, requested a certificate from Chesterfield 
Monthly Meeting, which was issued 10 mo. 3. Newton 
Meeting a constituent of Gloucester Mo. Mtg. (now Had- 
donfield Mo. Mtg.) was held at Newton in Gloucester 
County, but included within its compass Chester Township, 
Burlington County, and it was in the latter township that 
Samuel Atkinson had located. He presented his certificate 
to Newton Mo. Mtg. 1 mo. 14, 1719/20. 

He had purchased land in (as well as removed to) Chester 
Township before applying to Chesterfield for the certificate, 
as will be seen in the account below. (Chesterfield and 
Chester should not be confused ; the two townships were on 
opposite sides of Burlington County, and there was a 
Friends meeting in each, the former being also a monthly 
meeting. Samuel never lived in Chesterfield Township, but 
in Nottingham Township, within the compass of Chesterfield 
Monthly Meeting, and from Nottingham Township removed 
to Chester Township, within the compass of Newton or 
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Gloucester Monthly Meeting.) The following accounts of 
Samuel Atkinson's lands are restricted to those in his own 
right, and such of his wife's as they had made their home ; 
to include all of hers it would be necessary to give a history 
of the great landed property of her father, Mahlon Stacy, 
one of the principal proprietors of the Province of "West 
Jersey, and her brother, Mahlon Stacy, Jr. 

In 1707/8 he released 1 to William Paxson, all his interest in his 
father's land which his mother had sold to George Biles, and Paxson 
afterwards purchased. 

By deed 2 of March 13, 1718/9, Samuel Atkinson and Euth his 
wife, released to William Trent, of Philadelphia, two tracts in Notting- 
ham Township ; one of 100 acres, which William Emley by will April 
21, 1704 (it then adjoining Mahlon Stacy's land) gave his daughter 
Mary wife of John Heywood, who sold Nov. 26 & 27, 1707, to William 
Beakes, who by will March 24, 1710, devised it to his son Edmund 
Beakes (it being the plantation William Beakes then dwelt on), who 
sold it Nov. 2 & 3, 1713 to his step-mother, Buth Beakes (afterwards 
Samuel Atkinson's wife) ; the other also of 100 acres adjoining the north 
side of the above plantation, originally belonging to Mahlon Stacy, 
Senior, who on Jan. 28 & 29, 1677 conveyed to Thomas Lambert, 
Senior, 1/12 part of 1/100 part of West Jersey, whose son and heir 
Thomas Lambert on July 19 & 20, 1714, confirmed the 100 acres to the 
same Buth Beakes, (now Atkinson). These adjoining lands forming 
one plantation were the residence of Samuel and Buth until their 
removal to Chester Township. 

On Sept. 20, 1719, Samuel Atkinson, " late of Nottingham Town- 
ship," bought of Thomas Adams, of Chester Township, 238 acres in 
the latter township (Adams' late dwelling place), also a meadow of 12 
acres in Evesham Township, adjoining Thomas Hooten's dwelling.' 
(Evesham and Chester then adjoined, the modern township of Mt. 
Laurel, which now separates them, having been laid off from the former 



1 Bucks Co. Deed Book 3, p. 404 ; deed not fully dated ; it was ac- 
knowledged March 9, 1707, [1707/8]. 

1 West Jersey Deeds, liber DD, folio 379. Samuel and Buth's resi- 
dence is given as Burlington County, no township stated. William 
Trent was the founder of Trenton, which stood on land originally be- 
longing to Buth's father, Mahlon Stacy. 

3 W. J. Deeds, liber HH, folio 225. In another deed this is stated 
to have been 237^ acres. 
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in 1872 ; the meadow was most likely in the part now Mt. Laurel 
Township.) 

On Dec. 4, 1722, Samuel Atkinson, then of Chester Township, bought 
of Eobert and Benjamin jField, of Mansfield Township, 200 acres in 
Chester Twp. adjoining the above, part of 800 acres acquired by the 
Field's father, also Benjamin. 1 

He had thus a plantation (not counting the meadow in Evesham) of 
438 acres. By deed of Dec. 19, 1764, he conveyed to his son Samuel 
Atkinson, Junior, the greater part of this, 371 acres. 2 Of the 
67 acres remaining no record has been found of its disposal ; it is most 
likely he retained it to live on himself, and that it formed part of his 
residuary estate left to his two daughters, though it is not mentioned in 
the inventory, nor specifically in his will. 

June 2, 1763, Samuel Atkinson, Edward Hollinshead, Samuel Stokes 
and Benjamin Hollinshead, signed an agreement, fixing lines and 
corners of their lands, which had become uncertain. 8 

On April 27, 1765, Samuel Atkinson joined Silas Crispin and others, 
all of Burlington County, in a quit claim to Thomas Wetherill, of 
Burlington City, to certain lands at Little Egg Harbor, in settlement 
of disputed lands. 4 What Samuel Atkinson's personal interest was 
in these lands, is unknown to the writer. 

The Atkinsons of New Jersey, (p. 29), says he settled in 
Chester Township before 1719, when he bought " a large 
tract of land of Thomas Adams, adjoining his own, and 
where he then lived." But we have seen above that the 
purchase from Adams was the first he made here, and that 
it was the purchase from the Fields that adjoined the land 
already his. The sale of Ruth's Nottingham plantation in 
March, 1718/9, and the meeting's certificate, prove that it 
was within the year 1719 that they moved, some time be- 
fore November. The book quoted gives quite a good ac- 
count of Samuel Atkinson, having a few small errors like 
the one just mentioned, but it fails to identify him as the 

1 W. J. Deeds, liber HH, folio 220. 

2 W. J. Deeds, liber U, folio 528. Matlack MS, p. 929, has a note 
that Samuel Atkinson sold 66 acres to Nehemiah Haines, but gives no 
date nor reference to record. This would account for all but the 12 
acres of meadow in Evesham. 

3 W. J. Deeds, liber U, folio 110. 

4 W. J. Deeds, liber W, folio 266. 



836 Atkinson Families of Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 

son of Thomas of Bucks County, and has some very wild 
speculations as to his parentage. It cites the statement in 
his will (see helow) of his father being entitled to a lot in 
Philadelphia, because he "came to Philadelphia with 
"William Penn, and rendered him some service," and then 
deduces from accounts quoted by Thomas Shourds in his 
History of Fenwick's Colony, that these services were the 
furnishing beef and pork to the Proprietary by one James 
Atkinson, presumably a butcher, and that therefore James 
was the father of Samuel, confirmed by the name J. Atkin- 
son being found on a plan of the Province (outside the 
city). But Samuel himself gives the true reason in his 
will, that is, that it was in right of his father's purchase of 
500 acres, and that he saw his father's name on a plan of the 
city (probably Holme's " Portraiture ") not a map of the 
Province at large. And it is likely that the James Atkinson 
mentioned in the beef and pork accounts was not really a 
butcher, but the large landowner of that name both in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, who married the widow of 
Mark Newbie. 

But to quote the authenticated parts of this account : 
" This tract " [the Adams purchase] " is at the easterly end 
of Moorestown (then Bodmantown), and lies on both sides 
of the King's Koad, extending from Salem to Burlington, as 
laid out in 1681." " His dwelling was a stately mansion 
for the day in which it was built, for Samuel was a man of 
considerable estate, and his good wife, Buth, a daughter of 
Mahlon Stacy, had brought him a large fortune." "He 
was a man of influence in his neighborhood, as well in the 
meeting, of which he was a consistent member, as in the 
political movements of the times then agitating the Colony." 

There had been a dwelling already on the Adams tract, 
but Samuel Atkinson either remodelled it on an extensive 
scale, or built another. At the time the above was written 
(1890) part of it was still Btanding, but no longer in posses- 
sion of a descendant. The same account says that Stacy 
Atkinson, who died about 1780, grandson of Samuel, was 
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the last of the name owning any of the ancestral acres. 
The house is now about one mile from Stanwick Station on 
the Camden & Burlington Co. R. R. 

Samuel Atkinson did indeed live in lordly style on his 
fine plantation, and with the really " large fortune " of his 
wife they were without doubt wealthy beyond any in the 
township, the Rodmans and Adamses perhaps excepted. 1 
Ruth's inheritance from her father, while large, was even 
more extensive from her brother, Mahlon Stacy, Jr., who 
died intestate and childless. Samuel joined Ruth and the 
other heirs of her brother in many sales of his property, 
but these have not been included in account of his land 
transactions above, for reasons there stated, and especially 
as they did not keep any of the land. The Atkinsons of 
New Jersey states that Mahlon Stacy, Jr., lived the latter 
part of his life with Samuel and Ruth " on the old home- 
stead," presumably the Stacy homestead, but they had re- 
moved from any Stacy property long before his death (1744), 
and a deed from his sister Mary Pownall to her nephew 
Thomas Atkinson, 2 states that her brother Mahlon had 
lived just before his death at Bridgeton, (now Mt. Holly). 

On Samuel Atkinson's plantation was a family burying 
ground, where he and his wife are buried, and some of 
their descendants ; a separate lot adjoined it for the burial 
of slaves. 3 He owned a considerable number of slaves, as 
did most Quaker gentlemen in New Jersey in his day. 
This family graveyard has shared the fate of many other 
such after the surrounding land has been alienated from 
the family ; it is in a state of great neglect. 

1 Drs. John and Thomas Bodman, originally from Long Island, and 
ancestors of the Bucks County family of that name. The Adamses 
were descended from Major John Fenwick, once Proprietor of Fen- 
wick's Colony. 

2 May 81, 1742, W. J. Deeds, liber O.F., folio 174. This Thomas 
Atkinson was son of Samuel and Euth. 

3 Woodward & Hageman's History of Burlington County, (Phila., 
1883), p. 263 ; The Atkinsons of New Jersey, p. 32. 

VOL. XXX. — 22 
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Samuel Atkinson's name appears on the list of freeholders 
in Chester Township, returned by Thomas Hunloke, Sheriff 
of Burlington County, April 15, 1745. 1 This does not 
mean the office of Chosen Freeholder, a township official, 
usually abbreviated to Freeholder, an office he at one 
time held, but this list simply shows the owners of land 
there at that time. Samuel, like his brother "William, was 
active in politics, but while his influence was great in the 
political affairs of his township and county, the offices he 
held, though numerous, were only minor ones. Neverthe- 
less, in his day politics was the gentleman's vocation, and 
the small local positions were frequently filled by men of 
the highest standing, as they are in England still. After 
the Revolution many of these offices came to be considered 
too trivial for men of means or position, and so it has 
continued, until the present generation has no true concep- 
tion of the idea of their ancestors in accepting them. 
Samuel Atkinson was Freeholder of Chester Township 
1725, 1726, 1727 and 1728; Overseer of the Poor, 1726, 
1727, 1728 and 1729; Assessor, 1722, 1723, 1724, 1735, 
1736, 1737 and 1754; Collector (of taxes), 1734; Surveyor 
of Roads (the modern supervisor 2 ) 1738 to 1746, inclusive; 
Surveyor for Chester Township, elected 1 mo. 7, 1747. 3 

Samuel Atkinson was a birthright member of the Society 

1 Penna Mag. , xxix, 425. 

2 This position recalls the fact that in a few localities there has been 
an awakening very recently from the state of affairs mentioned above, 
and that in a few places (notably some townships near Philadelphia) 
men of great wealth and high social position are, to the benefit of their 
townships and boroughs, taking such offices as road supervisors, etc. 

3 The above list has been compiled from the Court Book of Records, 
Burlington County, p. 206 ; the First Minute Book of Chester Town- 
ship, commenced 1693 ; and the Matlack MS, in possession of The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, pp. 177, 273, 320, 322. A Samuel 
Atkinson was Freeholder in 1774 and 1775, who was no doubt the son 
of this Samuel, as the latter was then nearly 90 years old, and died 
in the latter year. A Samuel Atkinson was Constable in 1772, who 
may have been neither, certainly not the father. 
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of Friends, and grew up under the care ot Falls Monthly 
Meeting (in Bucks Quarter), attending Falls particular 
meeting. In 1714 he changed his membership to Chester- 
field Monthly Meeting (in Burlington Quarter), and the 
particular meeting of the same name, there being none 
nearer to Trenton while he lived there. In 1719 he changed 
again to Gloucester Monthly Meeting (then in Salem 
Quarter), and his particular meeting was at first Newton, 
but within a year after his settlement there, a meeting had 
been established at Chester, and attached to Gloucester 
Monthly. Mitchener's Early Quakerism, p. 123, has this : 
" Samuel Smith says, the meeting-house at Chester was 
built and the meeting settled there in 1721. But the Ches- 
terfield records mention assisting Chester Friends to rebuild 
their meeting-house, which had been burned in that year. 
The meeting had probably existed prior to that date." The 
fire was really the year before; compare the minute of 
Falls Monthly Meeting (p. 232 above) when William At- 
kinson, brother of Samuel, was appointed 8 mo. 5, 1720, 
on a " committee to collect subscriptions from Bristol meet- 
ing to assist in rebuilding Chester Meeting House, Burling- 
ton County, destroyed by fire." So there must have been 
a meeting at Chester very shortly after Samuel's arrival, 
and the first meeting-house burned when quite new, per- 
haps while unfinished. "While he first attended Newton 
meeting, he no doubt at once commenced to help organize 
one at Chester, the advent of his family probably being the 
cause of establishing the new congregation. Newton 
meeting has since been " laid down " and Chester meeting 
is now called Moorestown meeting, but not till after Samuel 
Atkinson's death. Before 1760 Gloucester Mo. Mtg. had 
come to be called Haddonfield Mo. Mtg., and in that year 
Evesham Mo. Mtg. was divided from it, including Evesham 
and Chester particular meetings ; so after that date Samuel's 
membership was in the new monthly meeting of Evesham, 
provided he continued a Friend till then, which is doubtful 
as we shall see below, (though he was buried in the 
Friends' burying ground at Moorestown). 
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Samuel Atkinson took no active part in the affairs of 
Chesterfield Mo. Mtg. while a member there, the only men- 
tion of him in its minutes being the declaration of his in- 
tention of marriage, and the request for and granting of his 
certificate to " New Town Meeting in Glocester County." 

But in Haddonfield (early Gloucester) Mo. Mtg. he served 
on committees 9 mo. 14, 1720; 6 mo. 18, 1722; 6 mo. 12, 
1723; 8 mo. 12, 1730; and 8 mo. 13, 1740. He was made 
an Overseer of Chester Meeting 1 mo. 12, 1721 [1720/ a ?] 
and released from that position at his own request 4 mo. 13, 
1726 ; and a representative to the (Salem) Quarterly Meet- 
ing, 6 mo. 12, 1723 and 1 mo. 9, 1729 [1728/,?]. 

On 8 mo. 12, 1730, he requested a certificate for Stacy 
Beakes (his step-son) to Falls Mo. Mtg., and on 2 mo. 9, 
1739, one for his son Thomas Atkinson to Burlington Mo. 
Mtg. On 6 mo. 11, 1759, " Samuel Atkinson disunited as 
a member of this meeting," but whether it was our subject 
or not is uncertain ; there were other Samuel Atkinsons 
within the compass of Haddonfield Mo. Mtg., besides his 
son, who is mentioned however as " Samuel Atkinson, 
Junr." But as he was buried in the Friends' graveyard it 
is likely this minute refers to another. 1 

Samuel Atkinson died in Chester Township, Burlington 
County, New Jersey, Feb. 21, 1775, aged nearly 90 years. 
The following obituary notice of him appeared in the Penn- 
sylvania Gazette of March 1, 1775 : 3 

"On Tuesday morning, the 21 st . ult, departed this life, in Burling- 
ton County, New-Jersey, Samuel Atkinson, in the 90" 1 year of his 



1 His name certainly does not occur again in the minutes of Haddon- 
field Mo. Mtg. but this proves nothing, . as shortly after this date Eves- 
ham Mo. Mtg. was established, to which his membership if he still 
retained it, would have been transferred ; and the writer has not exam- 
ined the minutes of that meeting. The above statements are from the 
several meeting records in custody of their appropriate officials. 

2 In Index to Obituary Notices Published in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 
Peotta. Mag. , x, 334, the date of this paper is incorrectly given as 
Feb. 24. 
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age, and on the Thursday following his remains were deposited in 
Friends burying-ground at Moores-Town. 

In every period and station in life, he supported the character of an 
honest man, which secured him the esteem of those who were acquainted 
with his virtues. — With a tender and benevolent heart, he possessed 
extensive knowledge and good abilities, which he always cheerfully 
exerted for the benefit of his fellow-creatures. He endured all the in- 
firmities of old age with christian fortitude and resignation, leaving this 
world with a well-grounded hope of unfading joys, in a kingdom ' not 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens.' " 

His will 1 was dated 4 mo, 13, 1769, and proved at 
Burlington, April 13, 1775, and the inventory dated 3 
mo. 27, 1775. He left his son Thomas five shillings, " hav- 
ing heretofore paid for him more than I could afford." To 
his son Samuel five shillings, " I having done sufficiently 
for him already." Also to son Samuel mulatto man Adam. 
To daughter Rebecca mulatto boy Lott. To daughter 
Ruth two mulatto boys Noah and Andrew. To son 
Thomas's two sons William and John mulatto boy Hz. 
"Whereas Governor "William Penn deceased (as I have 
been very well informed) did promise my deceased Father 
if he would take up five hundred acres of land within his 
province he would give him a lott in Philadelphia together 
with liberty land, and my Father did take up five hundred 
acres as by the Survey on record may appear and dyed 
soon after ; and the proprietor did honestly and justly lay 
out a lott accordingly, which I have seen in a plan or map 
of the City with my Father's name thereon, which said lott 
and liberty lands which belongeth or appertains to me I give 
and devise unto my two above said Daughters their heirs 
and assigns forever to be equally divided between them." 
(Whether the daughters ever obtained possession of these 
lots is questionable). He appointed his sons-in-law, Joshua 
Bispham and Thomas Say, executors. He directed that the 
persons to whom his slaves were left should teach them to 
read the holy Scriptures ; and that when the slaves reached 
the age of thirty-five they were to be freed, if they behaved 

1 N. J. Wills, liber 17, folio 153. Burlington files 1773-1777. 
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well, otherwise to remain in servitude for life. All his 
residuary estate to be equally divided between his two 
daughters. 

Samuel Atkinson married 7 mo. 12, 1714, at the houae 
of Mahlon Stacy (the bride's brother) under care of Chester- 
field Monthly Meeting, 1 Ruth (Stacy) Beakes, (born 1 mo. 
30, 1680, 2 died 6 mo 9, 1755, 8 daughter of Mahlon and 
Rebecca (Ely) Stacy, of " Ballifield," ISTottington Township, 
Burlington County, "West Jersey, and widow of William 
Beakes, also of Nottingham Township. Mahlon Stacy, her 
father, one of the Lords Proprietors of the Province of West 
Jersey, (owning one quarter of a tenth), was one of the 
greatest men of that Province, and through his daughters 
was ancestor of many of the leading families of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, as Pownall, Kirkbride, Janney, 
Beakes, etc., as well as of Eew Jersey. He was of the 
landed gentry in England, being a Stacy of Ballifield, in 
Yorkshire, whose pedigree is given in Rev. Joseph Hunt- 
er's History of Hallamshire. [Eor further particulars of the 
Stacy family see Note F.] William Beakes, Ruth Stacy's 
first husband, was of a Bucks County family quite distin- 
guished in early times ; see Note G. 

In Woodward & Hageman's History of Burlington & 
Mercer Counties, facing page 664 is a map of " The Site of 
Trenton in 1714, copied from Basse's Book of Surveys by 

1 List of marriages in Chesterfield Mo. Mtg. published in Penna. 
Mag., ix, 349. It |has been claimed that in this list sometimes the 
date of the second declaration has been taken as the date of marriage ; 
but the minutes of the Mo. Mtg. show that the second declaration in 
this case was 7 mo. 2, so the 12th is no doubt the date of marriage. 

2 Chesterfield Mo. Mtg. register ; Burlington Mo. Mtg. gives 7 mo., 
but Chesterfield is taken to be correct. 

3 Matlack MS. p. 907. In list of burials in Friends Graveyard at 
Chester Meeting, Moorestown, p. 232, Matlack MS. , hers is recorded 
as 6 mo. 10, 1754, but evidently should be the next year. Matlack's 
lists of burials, officials, etc. are generally correct, as taken from official 
lists ; some of his biographical data, however, being from hearsay, are 
frequently wide of the mark. 
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Chas. It. Hutchinson." This shows Mahlon Stacy's planta- 
tion of 800 acres, on the Delaware River and both sides of 
Assunpink Creek ; this is all now within the city of Tren- 
ton. Mahlon Stacy called it " Ballifield " from his ances- 
tral home in England. Adjoining this tract on the south, 
is shown " Ruth Beaks Plantation," also with a frontage on 
the Delaware, near the bank of which is indicated "R. 
Beakes House." This is where Samuel and Ruth dwelt 
after their marriage ; it was the 100 acres bought from her 
step-son, Edmund Beakes, mentioned above. Ruth also 
inherited large quantities of land from her father and 
brother, an account of which more properly belongs to a 
history of the Stacy family ; and as such a work is now in 
preparation, the reader is referred to it for further particu- 
lars. [See Note P.] 

Samuel and Ruth (Stacy-Beakes) Atkinson had issue, (no 
meeting records of their births have been found, so their 
relative ages are uncertain, though Thomas was eldest son ; 
also there may have been others who died young) : 

21. Thomas Atkinson, b. 
Mar. , Susannah Shinn. 

22. Samuel Atkinson, b. , d. Oct. — , 1781. 1 

Mar. , Ann Ooate. 

23. Eebecca Atkinson, b. , d. . 

Mar. 1st, 1 mo. 12, 1739, Thomas Budtl, Jr. 

2nd, 10 mo. 3, 1753, Thomas Say, M. D. 2 

24. Euth Atkinson, b. , d. . 

Mar. Feb. — , 1743, Joshua Bispham. 3 

The Atkinsons of New Jersey, p. 32, gives two more children, John 
and William, but these are shown by Samuel's will to have been grand- 
children, sons of Thomas. It also gives Rebecca's first husband as 
Joshua Wright instead of Thomas Budd, Jr. ; it was really her aunt 
Eebecca Stacy who married Joshua Wright. In Isaac & Baehel Collins, 



1 Evidence of his will. 

2 See IAfe and Writings of Thomas Say, edited by his son, Phila. 
1796. He had been married before. 

8 She was his second wife. See Memoranda Concerning the Family 
of Bispham, by William Bispham, N. Y. 1890. 
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Appendix, p. 150, Samuel and Ruth are given twelve children; the list 
seems to be composed of a mixture of the children of Samuel and Ruth, 
and those of their son Samuel, Jr., with some added not known to be- 
long to either. This book also makes Thomas Budd marry Eebecca 
(Stacy) Wright, instead of her niece Eebecca Atkinson, as he really did. 
It has some other errors to be noted in Note F. 

12. William Atkinson, Jr., born 9 mo. 18, 1709, 1 
in Bristol Township, Bucks County, died 1794 in the 
City of Philadelphia, son of William and Mary (Hough) 
Atkinson, lived in early life in the Borough of Bristol, but 
about 1730 (in which year he came of age) removed to 
the City of Philadelphia, where he in time established him- 
self as a shipbuilder, thus becoming a pioneer in one of 
Philadelphia's most famous industries. He purchased 
several pieces of real estate in the city. 

By deed of release 2 dated March 4, 1730, William Atkinson, then of 
the city of Philadelphia, bought of Philip Syng and Elizabeth his wife, 
a lot on the south side of Gilbert's Alley, 15 feet wide and 51 feet deep, 
part of a larger lot which Syng had bought of the executors of Arthur 
Wells. He disposed of this by his will. 

By deed 3 of Nov. 8, 1751, he bought of the heirs of Samuel Fisher, 
deceased, a house and lot on the west side of Delaware Front Street, 20 
ft. 4 in wide and 35 ft. 3^ in deep, part of a larger lot originally 
granted to Richard Bull ; this was bounded on the north partly by his 
lot already mentioned. He disposed of this also by will. 

By deed* of April 17, 1752 he bought of John Dumer & Eliza- 
beth his wife a lot (including a dwelling house and other buildings) on 
the north side of Sassafras Street, 33 feet wide and 51 feet deep, part 
of a larger lot inherited by said Elizabeth Dumer, from her father, 
John Furnis. This was not mentioned specifically in his will, but was 
probably included in his residuary estate, as no record of his previous 
disposal of it has been found. 

On Feb. 18, 1758, he bought 5 of his father's executors, Joseph 
Atkinson and Rachel Stapler (with her husband Thomas Stapler), the 
lot in Bristol Borough that his father had purchased from John Bor- 
rodaile in 1712. He probably re-conveyed this to his brother Joseph. 

1 Register of Falls Mo. Mtg. 

2 Phila. Deed Book H3, page 357. 
8 " " " D59, " 400. 
4 " " « H3, " 337. 
6 Bucks Co. Deed Book 10, p. 55. 
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The lot on Gilbert's Alley had no house on it at the time 
he bought it, but he soon erected a brick dwelling which 
he made his residence the rest of his life. This alley, after- 
wards called Elfreth's Alley, (from Jeremiah Elfreth who 
bought the southwest corner of Front Street and the alley), 
and sometimes Preston's Alley, ran from Front to Second 
Streets, between and parallel to Mulberry (Arch) and Sassa- 
fras (Race) Streets ; it is now part of Cherry Street. These 
small streets or alleys, off Front Street, now entirely given 
over to warehouses or the poorest class of dwellings, were 
then all occupied by families in very good circumstances, 
and with Front Street itself, up to the end of the 18th 
century, constituted the most exclusive residential locality 
in the city. William Atkinson was living here when Daniel 
Stanton and John Pemberton made their visitation to 
Friends' families in the city, 1757 to 1760 j 1 as his son-in- 
law, Israel Cassell's, name also occurs on their list as living 
in the same street, he no doubt lived with William Atkin- 
son. 

The house on the west side of Front Street (the back of 
which lot adjoined the back of his home lot), was also, of 
course, between the present Arch and Race Streets ; that 
and the house on the north side of Sassafras (Race) Street, 
he apparently purchased for investment only. 

By his will 2 dated May 31, 1788, proved Sept. 15, 1794, 
he left his house and lot on Elfreth's Alley, and the house 
and lot on Front street, partly adjoining the same, to his 
grandchildren (the children of his deceased daughter Re- 
becca Cassell), Sarah, wife of Peter Letelier„Mary, wife of 
Josiah Paul, Elizabeth, wife of Jeremiah Smith, Lydia 
Cassell, Arnold Cassell and Rebecca Cassell ; and to them 
also he left all residue of his estate, not specified ; James 
Hartley, of the City of Philadelphia, merchant, was made 
sole executor. 

All his children except Rebecca seem to have died before 

1 See their list of Friends' families visited in Penna. Mag. , vol. xvi. 

2 Phila. Will Book x, p. 112. 
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him unmarried, or at least without issue. These grand- 
children, and their father Israel Cassell, lived with him, the 
elder ones until marriage, the younger until his death. 

William Atkinson, Jr. married 7 mo. 24, 1734, at Phila. 
Meeting, 1 Sarah Pawley, daughter of George and Mary 
(Janney) Pawley, of the City of Philadelphia. 2 Mary 
(Janney) Pawley the mother of Sarah, was Sister of Eandle 
Janney, a wealthy citizen of Philadelphia, connected by 
his marriage with Frances Bighton, of a distinguished 
Barbadoes family, with many prominent Philadelphia fami- 
lies such as Biddle and Masters (the latter being allied with 
the Penns) ; Bandle was also a large landholder in Cecil 
County, Maryland. Another brother, Thomas Janney, was 
ancestor of a well-known family in Cecil County, and the 
widow of his son Isaac married Benjamin Hough, nephew 
of Mary Hough, mother of "William Atkinson, Jr. Their 
father, William Janney, of the parish of Mobberley, Ches- 
hire, England, (whose wife was Deborah Webb, of Inkstrey, 
Staffordshire), was a first-cousin, of Thomas Janney, Pro- 
vincial Councillor of Pennsylvania. 3 William and Sarah 
(Pawley) Atkinson had issue : 

(Births from Falls Mo. Mtg. register). 

25. Maby Atkinson, b. 10.1. 1735, d. before 1788, probably unm. 

26. Eebeoca Atkinson, b. 6.16. 1737, d. before 1788. 
Mar. 5 mo. 25, 1756, Israel Cassell. 4 



1 Eegister of Phila. Mo. Mtg. 

2 The Phila. Mo. Mtg. register has : Mary Pawley died 2 mo. 7, 
1718, wife of George; George Pawley buried 10 mo. 1, 1721, "not a 
Friend. ' ' 

3 For further particulars see The Quaker Janneys of Cheshire, by 
Miles White, Jr., in Publications of the Southern History Association, 
vol. viii. 

4 Son of Arnold and Lydia (Fordham) Cassell ; Lydia being daughter 
of Benjamin Fordham, of Annapolis, Md. Arnold Cassell was son of 
Arnold and Susanna (de la Plaine) Cassell, and grandson of Johannes 
Cassell, one of the leading men in early Germantown, and one of the 
councilmen (called "committeemen") named in the borough charter, 
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27. Joseph Atkinson, b. 5.5. 1739, d. 7.13.1747. 1 

28. William Atkinson, b, 3.16. 1741/2, d. before 1788, probably 
unm. 

In some copies of the Falls register in the Hist. Soc. of Penna. 
library, Kebecca's birth has been miscopied 1734, and in one of them 
she has been placed at the bead of the list on this account, but in the 
original she appears in the second place where she belongs. 



May 31, 1691. His son Arnold married 9 mo. 2, 1693, Susanna de la 
Plaine, of a noble Huguenot family settled in New York, whose mother 
was Susanna Cresson, of a similar family, then of New York, now 
mostly transplanted into Philadelphia ; one of their daughters, Ver- 
onica, married Isaac Warner, son of John, and grandson of William 
Warner (I) of Blockley. 
1 Falls Mo. Mtg. register. 

(To be continued.) 



